CATAMARAN TEST —
G-CAT 5 METER

By Lian Algxanddr

oreEtimies you knovw exacthy wihat
fo expect; at other imas, you a1

least hinee 4 pratty good sdea. In the
case of the G-Car 5 Meler cata-
rmaran, Bowower, Thors Sare fo
preconceived notions, This unuesual
crafi has performed very well in open
clags mullibull races, bul we
wonde red Fow if would Tare undsr
test conditeons. Some of our findings
ArE SUDrESing.

We conducted our Basic 1es1 at
Hugrseane Guleh in San Padeo,
Caloenia, inlight te moderate condi-
tions. We wera fortunate o caich a
diy batessen hao siorms, We were
also able 10 sail the G-Cat during
the Windy Sails Bultibhull IV
Regatta in Long Beach the following
wonokond. Tha winds in Long Beach
waried fraom drifting conditions 1o
25 knots with choppy. Sieep Swells
and allowed us 10 1es1 tha boat in &
wade vaniety of wond and Sea
condisons, Our (951 boat was
provedad by Jobe Miller from G-Can
Whast in Mewport Beach

The G-Cat 5 Mater

Thi G-Cat is the bramehildal Hans
Gaoisster of Flonda, wik, 58 & cata-
maran dealer, carned six lines of
cats. He thus learnad the advantage-
aus dasign features of theso
catamarans Coupling them with a
number of mgenious ideas of hag
own, he developed the G-Cat, &
woggel ol wnigust, if not revolutionany.
design

Tha hudls of the G-Cat are ils most
urusual fenture, The hull design is
symmatrical but utilizes no dagger-
baards. Leeway ig resiated by a
deep-Y hull section below the waled-
lime, The profile of the hulls bebow
the waterling provides considerable
resistance 1o legway with a
minimum of watted surface area.
The below-watar profile and side
winwe thow a semi-cireular secigmn,
with 1he despesi section baing i
approximately the middle of the hull.
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Thig semi-circular section allows the
boat to pival in the middle while
tacking or jibing and minimizes the
amount of drag a1 either snd of the
boat during such maneuvers

The above-water profile shows
relatively (lat-seded hulls with
madarats freeboard and no sheet
Tha hulls are constructsd of hand-
laid hiberglass. The decks, winch arg
constructad saparately, have a lip
arcund the entirg perimeter. The
overall length of the G-Cat is 16 feet
B inchas, the loadwaterling s 15 foo
B inchies, and the beam 12 8 i
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Tha hulls are |1:|tn|z-l;| waih thiea
crosshars made from annodized
aluminum mas) extrusions. Tho fors
and afy croaahars are placed horizon-
tally o that the track in e exifuson
provides a mount for the wrampoling
bal: ropes. The contar crossbar 18
rraunind wertically tocompensale for
the increased vertical loads croated
by the mast, which s steppid o the
mididle crassbar. The jibis hanked 1o
thie canter of the forward erossbar
wihile @ bredle wire for the forestay
attachas Lo e inboard side of aach
hiull @n the crossbad, An oye-beam



