commiEs ild ita o This boat i by
far 1he assiesi non-boord caLhmanan
to tack. i will tack aasly, quscklly
wath good momentum and excelbent
acceleration. The jib shoubd never
hang up on the mast. This ease of
tacking makes the G-Cat an escep-
tional boat for single-handed sailing
in all bul this Mmost severs wind and
sea conditions

Jibeng the G-Cat is straightionaard
and simple, The résene Duoyancy
in the bows reduces 1he possibility
of a brosch due o an acoidental jibe

The ovarall feel of the G-Cat %
light with & slight weather helm. The
alfcignt layout of the controls and
ther ease of tacking make this boai
a good vessel for new calamaran
sailors while G-Cal's power and
awarall tuning capabalities make o
funclional lof more SBRI0US TBCErS,

SUBJECTIVE RATINGS
Rigging and Setup Scome B
The rigging setup of the G-Cat
i fairly standard and 2asily Booom-

plished. There s sdequale adpusi-
men to suil mosi conditions and the
forveard trampoling is an excallan

aodition 1o simplifty sail raising and
lowwisrinig 81 & dock

Mast Stepping Scom 9

The lack of dismond wires
simplifies the mas) steppng plocess
an the G-Cat. whieh, wilh some
plannang and forathought, can bha
easily sloppaed by One pErson.

Beaching Score 7

Allhough the redder system 5
firgn class, the shapa of the hulls
tends 1o make the G-Cat more diffi-
cult 1o pull through sand, The
V-shape 15 inchined to dig into the
sand, and 1he Doatl must be lfved at
one &nd or the other 1o facilitate the
pulling process. Once th proper
trchnigud has beon determaned,
howepwer, the G-Cat is relatively easy
1o move over the beach.

Rudder Contral Score 10

The rudder system on the G-Cal
i% pndoubtedly the Simplést 1o use ol
any on the markel. Combinad stk
goed helm feel, an adjustable tilbed
eutension. and a relatively efficient
redder design, [he redder System
an the G-Cal rates the highast scora

Hielm Feel
The G-Cat has 8 light, responsiv

Scom 9

ol 10 tha Rl with @ slghl weather
helm. Overall controld s aucelbent
gnd the G-Cat is vary responsive,

Huwl Flying Contiol Score 9

Thie low cantar of effast at the
sail pan reduces the heeling
mapment and causes the G.Cal 1o
fiy & hull slighily Later than Simalas
catamarans. Controd is very good and
the boat responds o bath shesting
and tiller mowemenis.

Easa of Righting Score 9

The G-Cat is not likely toturn tunie
wehien capiired, bul this fémams §
possibility in heavy airs. IE normakly
roqpuings Deen people 1o right a G-Cat

Tacking Score 10

As we have discussed, the craft s
wiry masy 10 tack, mostly because
of 15 hull design and the battenless
jte. Thig charactenstic makes the
G-Cal excellant for beginning salons
for single- handed sasleng im amyihing
Bt Iddny ar.

Jibsing

Their G-Cal, 68 with oSt cata-
marans, jibos smoothly and gquckly.
It maintams good moementum and
has excellent acceleration alter the
jibar has been compléted

Sall Contral Scome B

The sail control an the mamn 1S
excellont. The full width raveler
wrack on the afit beam and the roller
temaring trawisher car provide excellant
sheeting angles for the mamsail mnd
1hiir o4 &1 contrals —outhaial,
daovenhaul, and mast rotation—allow
good sainl adjustment for all peinis
of gmil. The aptional sévwen 10 ona
purchass mainshaael system 15
probably & good idea The contral
of the jib 18 Mot quite &5 BBEY 10
handfle a8 tha mainsail. The barbee-
hauler system is slightly cumbar-
Sormi and the (i sheel System has a
1endancy 10 block at Limes

Score 5

Storage Score 9

Built-im storage is limited but with
e opional front trampoline, plenty
ol sterage space s available for
weekend of more extended cruising
rips

Cruising Ability Scora 10

The G -Cat is unbeatable in its e
range hare With the forward tram-
paling, all 1he gear and supplies

necessary bor weskand of gven mores
extended cruiting trips can be
accomrmsdated.

Hardwara Score 9

All of the hardware of the G-Can
is first-rate

Construction Quality Score 8

The owerall constrection of 1he
boat 15 excellent. The hulls appear
1o be very strong. os do e mounting
points for the crosshars

Class Racing Scomn &

fig the G-Cat gaing in national
popularity, clais raceng wall improve.
This boat has greal potantial for mass
appeal because of s performance
and price 1ag,

Opan-racing Compatitivensss
Scare 9

From racing results in opon com:
petition racing. the G-Cal seems
parform very well. Tha beat has a
good rating and seems o be abla (o
sail very close o it rating., Race
rsults should smprove a6 Shippersol
thes desegn become mane {amidiar
waath il

Cont Score 9

Tha G-Cat 5 Mater i vory compats-
valy preced at 53,400,
DOwerall Finished Dotailod

Score 9

Creerall finigh of the G-Cat s
impressive. This calamaran has a
numied of touches that further refine
s finsahed book, amaeng thom
castings on the end of the crosshars
The arrangemisnt of the gear onboard
makis the 1018l product quabie
attractive

Summary

The G-Cat, in many ways, i$ a
swrphising catamaran Tha hull
desn, which i\ uigque o cans. is
also remarkably efficiont and makes
thir boat very maneuserable as wall
a5 easy o tack. lts owarall simplicity
i5 a solid plus. The crafl shows great
racing pateniml It's an deal family
boat and day saver, but is also
Suitabli for weekend coasial cruiging
of 1sland hoppirg

The G.Cat & Meter's mult-lscoted
persenabty, combined with a
risasonable price 1ag, make it a cata-
mearan to contand with in loday's
compatitive market



