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THE BLTULLNTE SAIL PATTERN GUIBE

Part 2 - The Hobie 17 and Hobie 20

mlike the Hobie 14 2 16321k, Flabae 175
amvil Hiobae B have had codorad =il patbirns
from the fime of thei intsoduction. When the
=17 i wnttred sasd v 19‘3‘. Hakae Car keew tha
codored mils sobd more boats. e H-17 vaxrtical cat
axili {zd lxier gl Flobic 20 ea=raddas] cu) hnﬂg’hl
new aspests b fhe kalaidoscape of calars on the water.
The sils wese mare EaEnApE TeT than soBd Descron,
crea tmyg dafferem ahad e of color deperedimg an whetb-
er the sun was shinmg on themor through them. Bas-
1|;n]m1;:1-|. lr-l'.'l!-l:rh.:h!{ Fr:l.ld']'ln an the corner and
extra keech nanforoement panel made the suils sym-
meetiic = the oo dides had diffesent colos pabic .
Hebae Car's origanal effermg for the Hobie 17w
aconventiomnal, honzonial cut szil made from one of
the mead sdvene o wil maensds s lable a9 the fime,
The new masenal wis a Iwu-—p]:r laminated ['r‘:.'llr with
srim. Mestof these hosizontal patems {numbers 1-5
arsl 35 an the chart) ase now e axlingly rare. Paton
#35 wax the I'.ln:l:ul}--mppliad. amil mi ke 1990 FI-17
WearMa i Tormate, but 2w rr-l.:ll}' 3 decmad- up
oversiock from the mad-8s
A tha e of the Hobie 17 nmcduction, the
s [baamd imchisiry wias boommg and beaaie of that,
the techealogy Bor s ils was charging npidly. FHobie
Cat reabzeel carly thar a verGeal cat il wian hesn
salution for the H-17. Hobie t[l:ick]:r rl.']:l:-:-cd the
exigingl axils with the sew mode m veticsl cugaziki,
Hevwrover, thiair sail bodi disl not haveamy apamas
nul:'tng then, s b dboasd a8l maker Neil Pr:ud.e
peaschuocd the firn vertial aut sails for the H-17. These
patterms, whach had mo nense ai the fim e, were ]1.i;|1]:r
-mg]u afer h].' PSR, H:l'ﬂllﬂ., mes color wese the
erder of the day. Many of these bocame the basis for
ke Figit mamed patiema i 1987, when Flobic stzmed
peaucirgy thew awn wertieal cutsaik for the H-17.
Hobse 17 sakes tapered off sharply in ike ey
190 and se died the imsoduciion of new il patiern.
Like thee H-16 saike,a mare somber Eu.l:m: was

www. hca-na.ong

-d.-,-.u;lni'q-l im the mid=te=late PP, Caanem il
patterms became neore prevalont and several well
known amncd aee ahown From this pericd.

A brggheer, manmer pabette wa called for in the
e:l.r]:r 000, n:l'l-u:ling Hohee Cai'’s "hack i the beach®
theme, The e im roduction, Smoke, conkes 3 biy of
the Tiga’s smoke colored sails.

Far the imtradection of (ke Flobic 20 in 1991,
Hbie Cat ad 5]-:i'|1- Elhar Juﬁn and rrn:ld.m‘c the
fimit sails These hod 2 pastel paletie and looked very
sk like 1he maili praducad by Eliot Salmaken for
NACRA. Production was brought in-housewithina
-&:'-u]'u'lu.- ol Ve, xivid nhe enlara hdighl: ] iigliﬁcm |.'I.:.'.
diffe remimting the Hobie 20 from its ¢ hief competi-
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The Habic X0 ik e always boen whae Dhaenen =
except for the reinforc g patches atthe comen. Fre
d e remt calas have beenused = whae, Blus, sed,
goreem and very rancly, yelbow. There didn’t seem 10 be
mch remon 5 oo which colbs wis wed, S CEp for the
Wikl Thirg” pasttiom im which cch corner had 3
o iffie remt calor.

e D994, 1 celebasre Flobic 20 @500, FHaobic Cau
produced a one-of -kind red-ha Bed boat. This was
aziled 2t the Fl=2F Metiosali = St Joe, Michigan, The
risl haills stoad out Blke 3 soe thimsh Al thie Tt
of whate bullk. Evers lhuiugh 1 bl @ whibe sz, weve
ine hecded] el boat sa #18 on ibe chart,

Thisedays, with the exception of the Smoke
PabErn af the FE=17, theon h.' Ankivdlard calas for Bath
the H-17 amd the H-20 & white. Colored sail maorl
is expersive in small quan tities aed there's not musch af
3 demand fior oo plec erment waili, Yous can aill osler
o pattems, buit the availability & limited to the
calam of dlob an hasd,

Dy you know of an unumial pattem or know a
pebern nense we mised? Send o an e-mail x
hanewsfonmesd. netand k1 us know shout 11l You
never know — it might be in the ned FAOTLINE!



